THE WAR AGAINST EVEREST
in acquiring new information, chiefly of routes in Nepal, and
to have reached a point possibly within fifteen miles of Makalu
and barely eighteen or twenty from Mount Everest,
Up to 1881, then, this seems to be the nearest point to which
any trained individual, even Asiatic, had penetrated towards the
mountain, a state of affairs that apparently continued up to
1921.
In 1885 the bold explorer Hari Ram undertook a new
journey into the forbidden land of Nepal. His plan was to go
from Dagmara up the valley of the Dudh Kosi and over the
Pangu Pass to Tingri in Tibet, the pass being some twenty miles
west of Everest by which travellers cross from one country to
another. As before, he employed the disguise of a native
physician, encouraged by his former success, and took with him
a stock of European and Asiatic medicines.
Owing to sickness he did not leave Dagmara till the nth
July, but crossing the frontier there, was granted a passport.
He descended into the low hills on I3th July, and a day later
he and his party of four spent the night at a little village called
Saria. He continued his march for several days, apparently
roughly northwards, getting into increasingly high hills.
On the 22nd he crossed the Sun Kosi by a ferry, where this
river was three hundred paces wide and twelve or fourteen
feet deep, which owing to the swift current he had difficulty
in crossing. The next day, still going northwards, he struck the
Dudh Kosi, crossing it some way up by a ferry. This stream
is fifty paces wide and a noisy rocky torrent. From here it
follows a tortuous course of several miles. Thus he continued
marching day after day up and down spurs until reaching a
fort called Aislu Kharka. It was held by four hundred Nepalese
soldiers under a Captain whose duty it was to examine all passes
held by travellers from the south. As soon as it was known that
he intended proceeding northwards into Tibet, he was closely
searched, kept under close surveillance for six days, and then
ordered to return forthwith by the way he had come. How-
ever, by making suitable presents, and representing to the
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